Thanksgiving literally means giving thanks.
Today’s sermon asks a simple question. What are you thankful for?

But someone told me that he nds it weird that people spend a short period of time, sharing what they’re thankful for then trample on other people to get the best deals
of the season. Obviously they weren’t thankful enough.
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This thanksgiving Sabbath, I would like to spend a few moments with you, going through what the Bible has to say about being thankful.

What if earlier this year, we invented the time machine and we were able to bring Abraham thanksgiving dinner. Its the pandemic, so many of the stores are closed to in
person Black Friday sales. so we sit down ask Abraham, what are you thankful for?
if it was after Isaac was born, he might say that he was thankful for Isaac, the pride and joy of his life. I am sure that he would mention God as well. Because, Isaac was,
after all a gift from God.

But, what if we got the calculation wrong and we got him right after his conversation with God about sacri cing Isaac. Would he be able to say complete the sentence, “I
am thankful for the joy that Isaac brings to my life. Without breaking down into an agonizing cry?
Would he be able to say,
“Do we not serve such a wonderful God?”
Because sometimes, life can get challenging. Just because were in thanksgiving, it doesn’t mean that life is somehow made better.
Sometimes, Life can seem like a test more than an endless list of things to be thankful for.
But let’s put this thought on hold for a second, and I want to bring out something that will seemingly sound unrelated, but I will do my best to bring it around.
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Many people, especially people who go to church, often ask the question, what is God’s will for my life? This is important, not only in how we go about our lives, but it
has everything to do with whether we will be saved at last.

In Matthew 7:21, Jesus said,
“Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, but only the one who does the will of my Father who is in heaven.
To put it another way, our church membership isn’t an automatic ticket Tinto the paradise that is heaven.
We must do God’s will. Furthermore, Jesus states that a mutual relationship with Him is based on us doing his will. (Mark 3:35)

35 Whoever does God’s will is my brother and sister and mother.”
This isn’t because Jesus is trying to make an exclusive club or anything. It’s because, that’s what his life is based on. (John 6:38)
Shared common interest is crucial in maintaining long term-relationships. This is true, especially if we plan to live with him in heaven forever!
But is there a clear indication as to what God’s will is for our lives?
I want to share with you, what might be the clearest indication of how God wants us to live. The verse literally says,

“This is God’s will for you in CHRIST JESUS”
Let’s read it together.

“give thanks in all circumstances; for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.”
(1 Thessalonians 5:18)
We might be confused about other aspects of God’s will yet. But one thing we must start incorporating into our lives, is being thankful. We know that this is God’s will for
us.
Not only so, this is something that can be applied to anyone and everyone. Not a single soul is exempt from this command, to give thanks in all circumstances.
How can we give thanks, not just on thanksgiving, not just during thanksgiving dinner, right before we rush o to get the best and the greatest deals of the season, but all
circumstances. Even if we didn’t get the best Black Friday deal.
But how?
How can we give thanks when we don’t feel like it? How can I be thankful when I don’t feel thankful. It seems like an unreasonable demand to us at times.
But if we think about it, it might more sense than we’d like to accept.
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Parenting is hard. No, I am not talking about the sleepless nights. I’m not talking about the diapers. I’m not even talking about all the legos I am sure that I will step on in
the future and agonize over. That’s nothing compared to the real challenge of parenting.

What makes parenting hard, is that no one seems to appreciate the hard work that it is. When someone says they are a stay at home mom, some people ask, “what do
you do all day?” Or why can’t you do this or this, “all you do is watch kids all day”.
But more than anything else, we struggle over the fact that our children, the very recipients of our care and love, don’t seem to appreciate what we do for them.
But here’s the point.
While we may, at times, wonder what we should be thankful about towards God, we know very well, that our own children wonder the same thing about their relationship
to us at times.
If children, struggle to appreciate their parents. Then it’s no surprise that we struggle to appreciate God sometime.
At at a fundamental level, the reason why our children do not appreciate us as parents, as the should, is because they simply do not understand where we are coming
from.
From their vantage point, our yeses and nos make little sense to them.
They ask, more than once, why do I have to do this, or why can’t I do this.
One of the cutest, yet quite frustrating thing is seeing my son not wanting to take his afternoon nap. I tell him that it’s time for him to sleep, but he disagrees. In his tired
brain, he can’t make sense why sleep is necessary. He wants to keep doing what he is doing then. He doesn’t understand that if he doesn’t sleep now, he’s going to be
totally frazzled by dinner time.
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What makes parenting di cult is the gap between what we know and what they have yet to know

Here’s a phrase from Jesus that I am sure that we can relate with as parents. (John 13:7)
Jesus replied, “You do not realize now what I am doing, but later you will understand.”

When I was in Australia, a friend of mine gave me this book. It’s called “help in daily living.” It is such an amazing book, I have read it so many times. Currently, I have the
goal listening to this book 50 times. I really want to make the spiritual and relationship principles in this book my own.
But the other day, as I was driving back from a Bible study, the following verse caught my attention. So that night as I sat outside my sons’s door, waiting for him to
sleep, I reread the verse.

Dear friends, do not be surprised at the ery ordeal that has come on you to test you, as though something strange were happening to you. But rejoice inasmuch as you
participate in the su erings of Christ, so that you may be overjoyed when his glory is revealed. (1 Peter 4:12-13)
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When we go through challenges that we can’t understand, instead of complaining, what does the verse say that we should do?

But rejoice
What does it mean to rejoice?
I have often thought of this word, rejoice, to mean that we feel good about it. I thought it meant that we’re happy about it.
But listen carefully to the progression,
But rejoice inasmuch as you participate in the su erings of Christ, so that you may be overjoyed when his glory is revealed. (1 Peter 4:12-13)
According to the rest of the verse, happiness comes much later. “So that you may be overjoyed when his glory is revealed!”
He says, whatever this rejoicing is, do it now, so that you can be happy about it later, when it all comes together.
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So what does it mean to rejoice,

According to Merriam-Webster, rejoice means “to give joy to”
It doesn’t mean that we will necessarily like it. It means that we should add intentional enjoyment to the experience. Rejoicing is a choice. Why? Because we believe that
when it’s all said and done, there will be a real happiness that we won’t be able to contain.
But here’s the issue. Our success isn’t found in convincing them that we actually know better. Because, let’s face it, until the end, we can’t prove that what we’re telling
them to do is a better option. Most people do not believe until they can see it. But by the time they can see whether we were right or not, whether what we wanted them
to do was indeed worth it or not, it will be too late if they didn’t do it anyways.
I want to share with you what I have seen to be the answer to the issue at heart. This is what I believe changes the game. It’s a di cult strategy to pull o , but this is our
only chance.
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Here’s the million dollar question.

Do we have the trust of our children?
This is really it. Because, it is impossible for us to explain to them what life is like from our vantage point. They don’t have the capacity to appreciate or understand what
we know and have experienced.
The only way for us to win at our relationship with our children, is to win their hearts.
Ellen White wrote in Adventist Home,

“Give some of your leisure hours to your children; associate with them in their work and in their sports, and win their con dence. Cultivate their friendship.” Adventist
Home 192
Do they believe that when they don’t know, that they can trust us?
As a parent, this is one of my fundamental goals. Through consistent and intentional e ort, to win our children’s con dence.
As a parent, I don’t expect them to get everything right. I don’t expect them to do everything I tell them. I simply hope that when they nd themselves in situations where
they don’t know what to do, I and my wife are the rst, not the last people they call.
I don’t expect perfection. I simply hope for trust. Because, with trust in the bag, everything else can be processed together.
This is the same issue that Peter spoke about.
Dear friends, do not be surprised at the ery ordeal that has come on you to test you, as though something strange were happening to you. But rejoice inasmuch as you
participate in the su erings of Christ, so that you may be overjoyed when his glory is revealed. (1 Peter 4:12-13)
Peter is saying that there will come a time, when everything is going to be ok. There will come a time, when we will be overjoyed. We will be too joyful.
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In Romans 8: 18 onwards, Paul wrote

I consider that our present su erings are not worth comparing with the glory that will be revealed in us…. For in this hope we were saved. But hope that is seen is no
hope at all. Who hopes for what they already have? 25 But if we hope for what we do not yet have, we wait for it patiently.
Paul says con dently that what we are going through, though at times, we may not always enjoy, I trust that what God has in store for us, is so much better. And because
I trust God, I will wait patiently.
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And then comes the famous verse.

28 And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who[i] have been called according to his purpose.
And because we trust God in the long run, we can “rejoice” or “give joy” to our experience today.

I don’t know what your year has been like. This year has been one of the most exhilarating rollercoaster rides of my life.

Our most precise and beautiful daughter was born. She has robbed us o any type of a good night rest. But she has brought so much joy and happiness in return.
We bought a house. We’re still trying to gure out what it means to be a home owner.
I worked on my basement and turned it into a habitable living space with bathroom and kitchen.
I also had to process the experience of my mother’s remarriage, and guring out how to accept my step-dad, a complete stranger, as a part of my family.
Some were harder than others, but, not one of these experiences were without exhaustion and frustrations. There were experiences, try as I might, I couldn’t “enjoy” it in
the moment.
But when I read this verse, that called me to rejoice, to give joy to my di culties and trials, I was reminded that God will, in his time, make all things well.
As I look back at 2021, probably one of the more exciting years of my life, I can honestly say that I am thankful for all that God has done.
What are you thankful for this thanksgiving?
Are we truly thankful for our parents? I didn’t ask, if we understand our parents.
I’m asking if we are thankful, because whether we see it or not, whehter we feel it or not, we trust that all that they do for us, everything is out of love?
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Are we truly thankful for God? Peter didn’t ask if we understand God. He’s asking us if we trust Him enough to be thankful in all circumstances, because we believe that
when the time comes, we will experience the greatest joy we have ever had in our lives.

Just because we can’t understand them, that doesn’t mean that we shouldn’t appreciate them.
In the same way, some times, God allows us to go through experiences to remind us that we don’t know the end from the beginning. That our responsibility is not try to
understand everything he does, but to trust His heart.
One of the signs of maturity is coming to realize that the things that our parents said no to, were the very things we needed at that stage in our immaturity.
This is the same with God.

In the future life the mysteries that here have annoyed and disappointed us will be made plain. We shall see that our seemingly unanswered prayers and disappointed
hopes have been among our greatest blessings. HDL 13.2
I hope and pray that this thanksgiving, regardless of how old we are, regardless of how we feel about our parents, regardless of what we know, we will be mature enough
to be truly thankful towards our parents.
In the same way, my prayer is that regardless of how long we have been in the church, how we may feel about God, regardless of what we can understand, that we will
trust God enough to “rejoice” or “to give joy” to our lives, no matter what it looks like.

In closing, I want to read a poem entitled “thankless parenting”
For the youth, think about your parents as you hear this.
FOr the parents, think about your relationship with God. Think of yourself as the child and God as the parent.

"All parents labor in obscurity,
The work they do too ordinary
To be recognized by the society
That depends for future citizens
Upon the preparation
Parents give.

fi

The endless daily tasks
Are too many to enumerate,
Too small to notice and too transitory
To be remembered by the beloved bene ciaries,
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Grown children unable to recount one tenth of all the e ort
Made on their behalf when parents set themselves aside,
Home from the job still working to provide,
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Did it all when all their energy was spent,
Responding to an infant's crying need,
Sacri cing to ful ll a child's heart's desire,
Rushing to meet an adolescent's dire emergency.

Just suppose on graduation into adulthood,
Grown children got a printout listing
Every act of care taking
Received since birth,

A million pages
Itemizing each parenting decision,
Necessary and discretionary service,
And painful problem solving deliberation,
The more mundane the better:

‘Nineteen eighty-one,
On the fourteenth of May
I kept you home with a fever,
And wiped your nose eleven times today.'

Surprised,
The young adult
Politely scans the document
Promising to look it over later,
But never does since daily parenting
Makes for such dull reading,

Wondering:
‘Who would want to know all this?'
No one.
That's why parents labor in obscurity.”
For the youth in the congregation, how is your relationship with your parents?
For everyone, how is your relationship with God?
Because regardless of how we may feel about God or the experiences we go through, God still loves us.
The book Great Controversy ends with this paragraph.
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The great controversy is ended. Sin and sinners are no more. The entire universe is clean. One pulse of harmony and gladness beats through the vast creation. From Him
who created all, ow life and light and gladness, throughout the realms of illimitable space

. From the minutest atom to the greatest world, all things, animate and inanimate, in their unshadowed beauty and perfect joy, declare that God is love. GC 678.3
If we know by faith that God will make all things well, if we know that we can trust God, come what may, we can be thankful today.

